
TRUMAN NATIONAL SECURITY PROJECT

National Security Bootcamps

Training a New Generation of Progressives to Lead on National Security 
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Why We Do It

The Truman National Security Project is a national 
security leadership instituteτthe nation's only 
organization that recruits, trains, and positions a new 
generation of progressives across America to lead on 
national security.

Today you will find leaders we have trained running for 
office across the country, advising presidential and 
Congressional campaigns, drafting legislation in the halls 
of Congress, assuming leadership posts in the military, 
playing key roles in local and national government, and 
working on the front lines of America's homeland 
security.

Our mission is to provide the skills, knowledge, and network to create 
an influential force of leaders across the country who advance strong 
progressive national security policy.

For years, conservatives have been using national security as a wedge issue, claiming that progressives are 
unwilling to defend the United States.Our country needs strong progressive leaders who grasp the threats of 
the 21st century.  Leaders who know how to beat back political attack andget the policy right.Leaders who 
understand that America's ideals and values are at the core of our nation's security.Building a cadre of such 
leaders is the job of the Truman National Security Project.



BOOTCAMPTRAININGSESSIONS

Core Topics:
üThe Progressive National 

Security Legacy
üMilitary 101
üNational Security 

Communications

Optional: 
üAfghanistan 101
üMilitary 201

¢ǊǳƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
fit the needs of the participants.  Our 
programs  range from single sessions 
lasting a few hours to multiple-day 
bootcamps.



THEPROGRESSIVENATIONALSECURITYLEGACY

ü Identify the core values of the left and the right.

ü Learn where progressive and conservative values  
differτand where they overlapτso you can 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀǘΦ

ü wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜǎΩ !ŎƘƛƭƭŜǎΩ ƘŜŜƭǎ  ŀƴŘ  ƭŜŀǊƴ 
how to overcome them.

ü ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎǘƻǊȅΦΩ

¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭ IŜƭǇ ¸ƻǳΧ

Sample Trainer Bio

This training will teach you the foundations of the 
progressive legacy and how to use the progressive 
narrative to effectively communicate strong security policy.  

DR. RACHELKLEINFELDis Co-Founder and CEO of the 
Truman National Security Project.   She has served as 
a consultant with the World Bank and multiple NGOs.  
Her commentary appears in The Washington Post, 
the Los Angeles Times, the Wall Street Journal, books, 
radio, and television.       

The progressive legacy includes leaders like Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Harry Truman, and John F. Kennedy.   Each 
understood that with the right policies, US leadership could 
be strong, respected, and welcomed in the world. 

In the last 40 years, however, conservatives have succeeded 
ŀǘ ōǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ  άǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
demonizing progressives as weak and unfit to lead. Since 
Vietnam, every time national security was one of the top 3 
issues for the electorate, progressives lost presidential 
elections. 

Do you know the five main schools of thought on 
national security? 

Do you know why the American people believe 
conservatives are better able to protect this country? 



Sample Trainer Bio

MILITARY101 

Do you know the seven official values of the army?

How about the one thing you can say 

to upset a marine?

Military 101 offers an introduction to the U.S. military's
structure and culture. We will provide participants the
knowledgethey need to communicateabout national security
topics without making the mistakes commonly heard by
commentators today. Each session is presented by recent
veteranschosenfrom a coreof 40 trainers.This training provides insights and 

information every public leader and citizen 
of the United States should have to bridge 

the civil-military divide.

ROBERTDIAMONDis the National Chair of 
Organizing for America Veterans, previously 
Veterans for Obama. He is a Senior Vice President 
at Realty Capital International LLC and a Truman 
Fellow. Before going into finance, Robert served 
as an Officer in the US Navy and completed 
deployments in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.

ά¢ƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ 

democratic tradition.LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳƳŀƴΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ млм 
training programs, because they do an excellent job of getting that 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎΦέ

-Paul Clarke, White House Assistant Press Secretary  
(Clinton Administration)

Key Topics:

üSurprising military demographics

üCore military values ςwhere they 
clash with progressive values, and 
where they overlap

üThe distinct roles of the services 
and combatant commands

üDebates within the military 
community 

"The Military 101 training that I had was a unique experience on the 
intricacies of the military structure, vision and execution. I had an 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦά

-Nadir Vissanjy, Communication Specialist, SEIU

PIC



NATIONALSECURITYCOMMUNICATIONS

Because we believe in learning by doing, 
participants will have the opportunity to 
practice connecting with an audience. We 
will also discuss which national security 
messages to use with which audience to 
achieve the best results.  

Participants can choose to take part in 
practice scenarios, including filmed 
interviews to study their own 
presentation.

¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭ IŜƭǇ ¸ƻǳΧ

ü Discuss the progressive 
security narrative and 
contrast it effectively with 
the story told by 
conservatives.

ü Recognize the mental 
shortcuts people use when 
thinking about national 
security.

ü See how progressives start in 
a national security hole, and 
how to climb out.

ü Find easy and memorable 
ways to connect when 
communicating about 
national security.

ü aŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŜŀŘέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ

ü Understand the surprising 
importance of nonverbal 
communication vs. verbal 
communication. 

We must show Americans that a progressive 
approach to national security is a strong, effective, 
and inspiring way to meet our security challenges. 

"I was able to show that I understood the issue, the 
concerns, and the need for a real solution... I think I held 
my own and definitely would not have been ready without 
your help.The best part is that I now feel really prepared 
to talk to anyone about immigration which can be such a 
sticky issue for progressives.YŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΗά 

-Krystal Ball, Candidate for Congress, VA-01

Sample Trainer Bio

JOHNNEFFINGERis a Partner at KNP Communications.  He has 
a decade of experience preparing politicians, activists, and 
corporate leaders to speak confidently and move audiences 
to action.  Currently, John consults with the DCCC to train 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ƪŜȅ άwŜŘ ǘƻ .ƭǳŜέ ŀƴŘ άIƻƭŘέ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ  
His commentary has appeared in The Washington Postand 
The New York Times, as well as on The CBS Evening News
and Hardball with Chris Matthews.


