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The Truman National Security Project presents the 2008 Truman Wise Men and Women Award to Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) and Congressman John Tanner (D-TN)

Washington, D.C. (April 9, 2008) – The Truman National Security Project, America’s only institute dedicated to developing a new generation of progressive leaders steeped in national security, presented the 2008 Truman Wise Men and Women Award to Senator Jack Reed of Rhode Island and Congressman John Tanner of Tennessee.

The Wise Men and Women Award takes its name from President Harry Truman’s foreign policy advisors, who are known to history as the “wise men” of postwar America. The original Wise Men, men such as George Marshall, Dean Acheson and George Kennan, designed a world in which economic might, foreign aid, smart diplomacy and the intelligent use of military power helped America win the Cold War.   After defeating Nazi Germany and Fascist Japan in World War II, these leaders helped the United States create a peaceful postwar world by standing up against Communist aggression, supporting democrats abroad, and creating a new national security infrastructure for America, from strong military alliances such as NATO, to the Marshall Plan, our first Defense Department, and the CIA.  It is in this spirit of strength, principle, and wisdom that the Truman Project is pleased to honor Senator Reed and Congressman Tanner for lifetime achievement in building a safer, smarter, and stronger America.

Congressman John Tanner served as a lieutenant in the Navy from 1968 until 1972. He then entered the Tennessee Army National Guard and retired in 2000 with the rank of colonel. Elected to Congress in 1988, Congressman Tanner now sits on the Foreign Affairs Committee. He has been a leader in extending congressional oversight of the Iraq war and a stalwart advocate for veterans and current U.S. servicemen and women.  A co-founder of the Blue Dog Democrats, Congressman Tanner understands that a weak economy leads to a weak America, and has been stalwart in focusing on the problem of America’s deficit. 

Senator Jack Reed served as a Ranger and a paratrooper in the U.S. Army from 1967 to 1979. By the time he had resigned from the Army as a Captain in 1979, he had served in the 82nd Airborne Division as an Infantry Platoon leader, a Company Commander, and a Battalion Staff Officer. As a Senator and member of the Armed Services Committee, Senator Reed has consistently voted to support the military, give it the manpower it needs, and provide our troops with the necessary equipment, while also having the courage to vote against authorization of the Iraq war, which has weakened our national security and our military.

The Truman Project is committed to developing a new generation of progressive leaders who advocate for strong, smart, principled national security policy.  As Rachel Kleinfeld, Executive Director of the Truman National Security Project, remarked at the awards ceremony, “President Truman created the national security infrastructure that helped America win the Cold War.  Sixty years later, today’s leaders must build a new national security apparatus to maintain American leadership in the 21st century. Through careers dedicated to public service, Senator Reed and Congressman Tanner are inspirations to the leaders we are training.  The road to national greatness rests upon their combination of strength and wisdom. Harry Truman and his wise men may have passed into the ages, but their values are alive and well today in Senator Jack Reed and Congressman John Tanner.”
