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SECTION 1:  
WHY IT MATTERS 
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Underestimating the military can be costly 

hǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƳōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭǎΩ 
disrespect for the military. 
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ά²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ  
strong militaryΚέ   

 

 

Republicans 53% 
Democrats 35% 

 

- Democracy Corps, May 2009 
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Active Reserve Nat Guard 
Service 
Totals 

Army 556,682 205,000 352,600 1,114,282 

Navy 330,071 66,700 NA  396,771 

Air Force 334,054 67,400 106,756 508,210 

Marines 204,292 39,600 NA  243,892 

Military Totals 1,425,099 378,700 459,356 2,263,155 

ü¢ƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ό!ŎǘƛǾŜΣ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ bŀǘΦ DǳŀǊŘύ Ғ рл҈ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ 
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Veterans comprise a large portion of the 
U.S. population (8% as of Feb 2010) 

ÅThe VA counts 23.1 million living Vets plus 37 
million dependents = 20% population. 
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2004 Presidential Election Results 

35%

65%

Kerry*

Bush

* Vietnam Veteran and war hero 
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2008 Presidential Election Results 

45%

55%

Obama

McCain*

* Vietnam Veteran and War Hero 
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Closing the gap for a new generation 

2008 Presidential Election 
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IƛƎƘ tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅέ ±ƻǘŜǊǎ 

Å44 States = Veterans are 10%+ 

ÅVA-02 (Glenn Nye) = 22% 

ÅMilitary Instillation = MUCH higher 

Åi.e. NY-23 has Fort Drum and former Plattsburgh Air 
Force Base 

ÅArizona:  660,000 Vets  

Å1 out of every 10 voters 

ÅThis does not include active duty or family members 
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SECTION 2:  
ABOUT THE MILITARY 
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Truman Project Resources Online 

Å The Military Basics Every American Should Know: A Ten-Minute Guide to 
the Military 

 http://www.trumanproject.org/files/training/ten-minute-guide-to-
military.pdf 

 

Å Top Ten Mistakes Civilians Make When Talking to the Military 

 http://www.trumanproject.org/files/training/civilian-military-mistakes.pdf 

 

Å 2010 National Security Manual  

 coming August 1, 2010 on www.TrumanProject.org 
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10 Unified Combatant 
Commands  

3 Service Departments: 
Army, Air Force, Navy 

(Marine Corps in Dep. Navy) 

President of the United 
States 

Secretary of Defense  

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Advisory 

Chair Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Preparation  Operation  Coordination  

Led by   
 Civilian  =   
 Military = 

Civilians decide policy.   
The military advises and executes it. 



  |  14 

Each service has its own mission. 

Army 
Large scale and long 
term ground 
operations 

Air Force     
Air, space, and cyber  
operations  

Navy 
Naval security, 

transport, and force 
projection 

Marine Corps  
άCƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘΤέ wŀǇƛŘ 

naval deployment and 
ground operations 

Coast Guard    
Near shore operations, now under DHS 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇΧŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:United_States_Department_of_the_Army_Seal.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Seal_of_the_US_Air_Force.svg
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bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀǊŜ άǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ 

Army = soldier  

Air Force = airman     

Navy = sailor   
Marines = Marine   

 
Coast Guard = coastguardsman   

Using the correct term is critical to your credibility. 
²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǳǎŜ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ-ƳŜƳōŜǊΦέ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:United_States_Department_of_the_Army_Seal.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Seal_of_the_US_Air_Force.svg
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Officers = 15%

Warrant Officers = 1%

Non-Commissioned Officers = 56%

Junior Enlisted = 28%

There are 2 basic ways to serve:  
as Enlisted or as an Officer. 

Enlisted and officer service members serve in 
hundreds of specialized occupational roles. 
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Enlisted Ranks join, get special training, 
and work to achieve the mission. 

Junior enlisted may become Non-Commissioned Officers.  
b/hǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀŎƪ .ƻƴŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
b/hǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎƛǊκƳŀΩŀƳέΦ {ƻƳŜ b/hǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ 

become Warrant Officers.  
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Commissioned Officers lead the mission.  

They receive commissions from the President, after 
ROTC, Academies, or Officer Candidate School. 

Army, Marines, &   

     Air Force 

Navy &  

     Coast Guard 

General Admiral 

Colonel Captain 

Lieutenant Colonel Commander 

Major Lieutenant Commander 

Captain  Lieutenant 

1st Lieutenant Lieutenant Junior Grade 

2nd Lieutenant Ensign 
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Å3 Ways to Become an Officer: ROTC Programs, Military Academies, Officer 
Candidate School (college grad & enlisted becoming officers) 

 
ÅJunior Officers (O-1 to O-3) ς 0 to 5 years of experience 
Å  The decision-makers on the ground, leading small units of 20-250 

 
ÅMid-level Officers (O-4 to O-6) ς 5 to 20 years of experience 
Å  Typically command larger units that can be expected to operate 

independently for short periods of time 
 
ÅSenior Officers (O-7 to O-10) ς more than 20 years of experience 
Å  Advise national policy and lead or staff large units 
Å  Set the military's official tone, but have less contact with the mass 

military 

Further Detail on Commissioned Officers:  
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Unit Led By # Troops 

Division Major General 15-18,000  

Army Brigade or Marine Regiment  Colonel 2,500-4,000 

Battalion Lieutenant Colonel 665-1,000 

Company  Captain 130-250 

Platoon Lieutenant  35-45 

Squad Sergeant 9-13 

Fire Team Corporal 3-4 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴ 
Lieutenant and a Lieutenant Colonel? 

In Army and Marine infantry units, it means 
responsibility for 630-955 more lives. 
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Reserves are federally run.  
National Guard is state-run but can be federalized. 

The Reserves & National Guard prepare 
to mobilize for war and emergencies. 
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The military is educated. 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

High School College Degree

Enlisted

U.S. Average

Officers

Upon joining, service members undergo 
training for 30-50% of their careers.  



  |  23 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
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Enlisted 

Officers 

¢ƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎΧ 
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ΧŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǿκŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧ 
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The military is nearly ethnically 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΧ 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Other

Native American

Asian

Hispanic/Latino

Black

White

US Population

Active Duty

We sometimes hear that minorities are 
heavily overrepresented.  This is not true. 
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The military is mostly male. 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

U.S. Military

Male

Female

Ғуп҈ 

Ғмс҈ 
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8% of Americans are veterans.   
20% of Americans are vets or dependents of vets. 

Service members become veterans. 
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398 

298 

121 

Many in Congress have served,  
but this number is declining.  

ü25 Vets in Senate 
(13 Dems) 
ü96 in House (47 
Dems) [2009] 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 
legislators with LESS military experience. 
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SECTION 3:  
CONNECTING WITH 

SHARED VALUES 
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!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΧ 

   Global Citizenship    vs. American Patriotism 

   Individual Expression         vs. Unit Cohesion 

   Empathic Tolerance   vs. Singular Honor 

   Open to Experiment   vs. Commitment to Tradition 

   Learn & Change Course     vs. Resolve to Fight 

   Inclusive Deliberation vs. Decisive Leadership 

   Idealism   vs. Realism 
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   Article I.  άL ŀƳ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
guard my country and our way of life.  I am prepared to 

ƎƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜΦέ 

Unselfishness: Service Members and military families 
want to serve a cause greater than themselves 
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   7 Official Army Values:  
Loyalty 
Duty 

Respect  
Selfless Service  

Honor 
Integrity   

Personal Courage 

Loyalty and honor really matter 
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If progressives see the military as rigid,  
the military can see progressives as too soft. 


